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PROCEEDINGS 


GENEBALDL GONVENTION 


DELEGATES REPRESENTING 
THPACITIZENS AND INHABITANTS OF TEXAS: 


ye. 
HELD AT THE TOWN OF SAN FELIPE, 


IN AUSTIN’S COLONY, 


BHE FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER, ONE THOUSAND, 


¿ART HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO. 


AVG Blue O ER 


u The public funotionaries of the State, of whatever class they may be, 
“shall at the time of entering upou their o:fices, take the oath to serve, 
* sustain, and defend the Constitutional Act, the general Constitution, and 
& that of the State, and to discharge faithfully and completely the duties 
t of their offices.” 

“ The observance ofthe Constitution in allits parts, is one of the most 
“sacred obligation of the inhabitants of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
“and no one can be absolved fromit—neither the Congress nor any 
& other authority.” State Constitution. 


ix a Republic, the PEOPLE are the true conservators of the Constitution. 


BRAZORIA, TEXAS. 
PUBLISHID BY D. W. ANTHONY. 


1832. 


© 
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INTRODUCTION AND PREPARATORY NOTE. 


A DEVOTION to written Constitutions, and a strict adher. 
ance to their literal interpretation, has been one of the most 
distinguishing polu.cal characteristics of all Anglo-Americans, 
Under the influence of this sentiment, the Colomes of Texas, 
composed principally of emigrants trom “Tus UNITED STATES 
or AMERICA,” were—by repeated violations of their chartered 
tights, experienced in the bosom of their immediate soeiety ; as 
well as a general disregard of the Constituiton, by the agents of 
the Federal Government—anaturally driven to unite in defence of 
that sacred Instrument; and to second the efforts of the patrone 
projectors of Tue Puan or Vera Crvz,so far at least, as to extri. 
pate, within the limits of their community, every unlawful obstacle 
to their enjoyment, and to establish the security of their impre- 
scriptable rights. The people baving taken up arms and effected 
this, the heads of the chief political authornies ef Austin’s Cold. 
ny, published the following ADDRESS 


TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS:— 


The Civil Wars, and infractions of the Constitution, which 
have unfortunately deranged the administration of govern. 
ment, in all its departments, throughout the whole Mexican Re. 
public, since December, 1823, have extended their influence to 
Texas, and the people, in different paris of the country, have 
been compelled to resort to such measures as their situation 
would permit, to restore the Constitution, and the auihority of 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, to their proper force and vigor. 
These measure have heretofore been adopted by the inhabitants 
el each District, shout any general corcert: thus exposing Texas 
fo the danger of confusion, which might materially aflect the 
public tranquility. _ 

The late ocenrrences have been grossly misrepresented by 
the enemies of Texas, and efforts have heen made, and are con. 
finually making, io prejudice our fellow-citzeus, in other parte 
of the Mexican Republic, against the people of Texas, by cirene 
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lating reports that the object ofthe late events was to declare this 
country independent of Mexico, which is absolutely false and 
without any foundation in truth. 

The Indians have commenced depredations on the frontiers 
of the Rivers Brazos, Colorado, Guadalupe, and San Antonio ; 
and the scattered situation of the settlements, imperiously requires 
that some measures should be adopted for their security. 

There are, indeed, many subjects, connected with the wel. 
fare of Texas, which ought to be laid before the Constitutional 
Awhoriies of the Mexican Nation: and these considerations of 
sa'y to ourselves, respect for the character of the people of 
Texas, the mut ves which have influenced them, and the sanctity 
ofthe cause of the Constitution, as proclaimed in Vera Cruz, 
which we have esvoused, heve induced the Civil Authorities of 
the Municipality of Austin, to recommend that the people of 
Texas -hould be cousu'*ed at this important crisis; which may be 
done hy the election of Delegates. 

It is therefore rocommended, that the people of each Town, 
Precinct, and Civil District in Texas, elect Five Delegates, te 
meet at the Town of San Felipe de Auatin, on the Ist Monday in 
October next; and that the Civil Authorities order an election, in 
their respective Districts acoordingly, with as little delay as pos- 


sible. 
San Felipe de Austin, 22d August, 1832. „l 
(Signed) HORATIO CHRIESMAN, 1st Alealde, 
(Signed) JOHN AUSTIN, 2d Alcalde. 


Accordingly, Delegates were elected, who convened at San 
Felipe on the day appointed, and continued their sitting during 
the week. i 

The Department was very generally represented, buw owing 
to the shortness of the notice given, the Convention was rot 
go full as it otherwise would have been. "The members from 
Gohad, did not arrive until after the sitting was concluded; 
but they warmly approbated all that had been done, and espe- 
cially the objects of the Memorial and.Pettion to the General 
Government, in relation to the impolitic Law of the 6th of April, 
and the separaticn from Coahuila. These members determined te 
remain at San Felipe some days, to see if San paa would not 
send representatives also, with which delegation} (should there 
have been one) they wished to unite in declaring their concur. 
rence in the measures adopted by the Convention ; and also, to 
appoint a co-deleg"te to participate in the mission to the city of 
Mexico, and assist in urging the petitions to the Government. 
Members from San Antonio, however, did not arrive; and what’ 
was intended to be done in conjunction with that representatión, 
was performed by the Delegation from Holds on their part, tó 
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fhe full extent of their Commission. A meeting of the Central 
Standing Committee, was held tor the purpose of commiticating 
with them; when they formally attached ther: concurrence to the 
measures ‘adopted by the Convention, and chose Don Raragz 
MANCHOLA, as co- delegate, to accompany the Missions to the Gene 
eral and State Governments. 

The proceedings of the Cenvention wil! be found in the high. 
est degree interesting. to every one who teels any solicitude 
for the character and prosperity of the country. Such, have 
the greatest reason to rejoice at the present progressive course of 
events, which must inevitably lead to the disenthralinient of Tex. 
as, and place its advancement upon the desirable ord fair basis 
of its unquestionable preeminence in soil, climate, and every 
thing which attracts capital and rewards industry. 

We are proud to be able to say, that we rever witne-sed in any 
deliberative body, a more commendabie spirit of compromise, 
and a greater degree of umon and harmony in reeling and desicn, 
than were displayed thro the whole «wg of the Conveu ron. 
Whatever differences of sentiment and opinion were enred 
during the discussion and consideratior of the various subjects 
which were acted upon, they were happily assimilated without 
heat, and the Convention may truly be said, to have dissolved, 
with one feeling—ene wish—and ene united resolve. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THR 


CONVENTION 


TEXAS. 
e on 


fx complianee with an official request, and public notice te 
the authorities, and inhabitants of Texas, issued by the First and 
Second Alcaldes, of the Municipality of Austin, the following - 
Members, representing the different Districts of Texas, met in 
General Convention, at San Felipe de Austin, on Monday, the 
lat day of October, 1832. 

FROM THE DISTRICT OF SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN? 

Stephen F, Austin, Wyly Martin, Francis W. Johnson, 

Luke Lesassier. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF VICTORIA: 


George B. McKinstry, William H. Wharton, John Austin, 
Cheles D. Sayre. 
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PROM THE DISTRICT OP MENA: 
Ira Ingram, Silas Dinsmore, Eli Mercer. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF HIDALGO: 
Nestor Clay, Alexander ‘Thompson. 
FROM FHE DISTRICT OF SAN JACINTO: 
Archibald B. Dobson, George F. Richardson, Robert Wile 
son. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF VIESCA: 
Jared E. Groce, Wuliam Robinson, Joshua Hadly. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF ALFRED: 
Samuel Bruff, David Wright, Wiliam D. Lacy, William 
R. Hensiey, Jesse Burnham. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF LABACA! 
William Menifee, James Kerr, George Sutherload, ugh 
Dictruifia, Joseph K. Looney. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF GONZALE93 
Henry S. Brown, C. Stinnett. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF MILL CREDLE: 
John Connell, Samuel C. Douglass. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF NACOGDOOBDOS 
Charles S. Taylor, Thomas Hastings, 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF AYISH BAYOU? 
Philip Sublett, Donald McDonald, William MeParland, Wy. 
att Hanks, Jacob Garret. 
FROM TUE DISTRICT OF SNOW DIVER; 
Thomas D, Beauchamp, Eliah Isaacs, Samuel Leoney, 
James Looney. a 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF SABINE? 
Benjamin Holt, Absalom Hier, Jesse Parker. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF TENNBHAW? 
William English, Frederick Foye, George Butlor, John M 
Bradly, Jonas Harison. 
FROM THE DISTRICT OF LIBERTY? 
Patrick C. Jack, Claiburn West, James Morgan. 


The Convention was called to order by Jomw Austin, Esq. 
Sud Alealde,- and addressed, in the name of the First aad Secon€ 
Aicaldos, as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention :—"The invitation for the Cone 
vontioa having been made by the Aleaides of this Municipality-~ 
it may perhaps be exnec.ed that we should present to the Conven- 
tion, the reasons which iufuenced us to make such a requeste 


THE REASONS ARE THESE: 


ist. The Revolution which commenced at Vera Cruz, on the 
2d January last, under the command of Gen. Santa Ana, reached 
this remote section of the Nation, and movements of a warlike 
character havo taken place—the consequence of which has 
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been, that the Military Garrisons have ell been compelled to 
quit the Country. These movements have been greatly mis. 
represented by the enemies of Texas, and have been attributed 
to objects entirely different from the true ones. It was, there. 
fore, considered to be highly important to the interest of Texas, 
and of the Nation, to counteract these misrepresentations, by a 
plain statement of facts; and that a decided declaration should be 
made by the people of Texas, convened in General Convention, 
of our fifm and unshaken adhesion to the Mexican Confederation 
and Constitution, and eur readiness to do our duty as Mexican 
Citizens. 

2d. The 11th article of the Law of the 6th of April, 1830, 
which prohibits natives of the United States of the North, from 
emigrating to these Colonies, has entirely paralized the advance- 
ment and prosperity of Texas, and exposed it to be filled with a 
bad and useless population. That Law also severs families and 
friends, by preventing a removal to this country of many¿who re» 
twain behind in the United States, and for whose reception in this 
country, preparations had been. made by their relatives and 
friends, who came out as pioneers for that purpose. This point 
was deemed by the Alcaldes, to be“one of sufficient importance te 
be_noticed in a Memorial to the Government, by a Convention 

f Texas, praying for-a repeal, or modification of that article: 

3d. The Land Business to the East of Austin’s Colony, still 
remains in a:very unsettled and uncertain state, andthe Alcaldes | 
were also of opinion that.this was'a- subject which ought to be 
represented to the General Government. z 

Ath. The Tariff, as now established, operates very injuri- 
ously against the agriculiure-and advancement of the infant set. 
tlements of Texas; dnd the Alcaldes were of opinion, that it 
would be proper for the Convention to represent this matter, aud 
respectfully petition for.a reduction of the duties on such articles 
as could not be easily transported into the interior as contraband, 
andaré of indispensible necessity to the farmers of Texas. These 
four topicks embrace all: that the “Alcaldes had in view, at the 
time of making the request. for this Convention. It is considered 
by us, that it isthe duty ofthe people of Texas, to lay their situa: 
tion before the General Government, in order that such Legisla. 
tive aid may be afforded us, as the general good of the Nation, 
and of Texas, may require; and to accompany it with a firm decla- 
ration of our unshaken allegiance to the Mexican Constitution 
and Nation. AJl which-is respectfully submitted for the consider- 
atjen of the Convention. 


~ . Several persons were then nominated for President and Sec. 
etary ; and on motion, it was ordered, that the Convention he 
Adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M., andthen enter upen the election 
of Officers. E . 
B 
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The Convention met agreeably to adjournment, and proceed. 
ed to the election of a President and Secretary, by ballot: 


THE VOTES STOOD— 


For PRESIDENT, FOR SECRETARY, 
S. F. Ausin, 21 votes F. W. Johnson, 34 votes 
W. H. Wharton, 15 “ C. D. Taylor, Ip «“ 


Sa 8. i. Austin was elected President, and F. W. Johnson, 
Secretary. : 

S. F. Austin, was then conducted to the Chair, and-return- 
ing his thanks to the House, he made a short address relative to 
tha onjects of the Convention; which were, he said,.to exercisé 
the Constitutional right of representing to the Government, the 
situation ofthe people of Texas, and to ask for such Legislative 
aid as the Convention migm deem necessary, and especially to 
petition fo” a repeal of the 11th article of the Law of the 6th of 
April, 1930, waich totally paralizes the improvement of Texas, 
by embarrassing the emigration to it of natives of the United 
States ul the North: to ask fora modification of the Tariff, and 
an adjustment of the land business to the East of the River San 
Jacinto : and to represent the defecia in the local Government, 
and administration of justice in Texas, as now organized. ' 


On motion of Mr. Brufi, -it was ordered, that a committee 
be imnisdiately appointed for the purpose of drafting Rules and 
Regulations for the Government of this Convention. q 

_ In Heu thereof, the Rules of the Senate of the State: of Mis. 
souri, were proposed, and adeptéd, so far ‘as applicable to the 
proceedings of the Convention. Pu e 

On mohon of Mr. Lesassier, it was resolved, ¿hat a commit. 
tee of five persons be appointed to draft a Memorial to the Fede- 
ral Government, praying the repeal of the 11th article.of the 
Law of the 6th of April, 1830—-and also to set forth to the Gov- 
ernment, the toils, and difficulties, and dangers eneountered’ by 
the Colonists in the early settlement of Texas:—and their respect 
_ “for, and attachment to, the Constitution and Laws of the Repub- 
Tic—and report to the Convention in a reasonable time. —  - 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to com- 
pose said committe i : 

Luke Lesassier, William H, Wharton, Jonas Harison, Gee. 
Sutherland, P. C. Jack. ` ` v ae ] 

Atthe request of the mover, W. H. Wharton was appointed 
chairman of said committee. oe i 

On motion of Mr. Lesassier, it was resolved, that a commit. 
tee of five be appointed to draft a petition to the Federal Govern- 
ment, praying a reduction of duties on articles, of the first ne- 
cessity, imported in‘o Texas—and also, that the committee make 
such an exposition as will prove té the Government, ae. far as 
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practicable, that the reduction of duties would increases the reve- 
nue of the country. 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to form 
said commitiee: 

Charles D. Sayre, James Morgan, Jared E. Groce, Charles 
S. Taylor, J. K. Looney. 

On motion, George B. McKinstry, and John Austin were 
added. 

At the requést ofthe mover, Mr. Sayre was appointed chair- 
man of said committee. 


On “motion, the Convention adjourned until “Tuesday, 8 
o'clock, A. M., 


. TUESDAY, Octaber 2. 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. Hanson, it was resolved, that a committee 
of ten be appainted, to take into consideration the situation ot the 
land business to the, Bast of San Jacinto;: and report to this Con- 
vention, such memorial or memorials, to the State, or General 
Government, or to both, as the committee deem necessary. 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to com. 
pose said committee: 

Jonas Harison, William: McFarland, William English, Phil. 
ip Sublett,. Jacob. Garrett, Charles S. Taylor; Benjamin Holt, 
Wyatt Hanks, Frederick Foye, Elijah Isaacs. * 

On motun, T Les J ack, and James Morgan were ‘added. 

On mation of) My. Hensley, it was resolved, that five mem" 
hers be uppointed a committee, to inquire into the Indjan affairs 
of Texas; and fix on some-plan for the protection of the frontiers, 

Whereupon, the Plowing persons were appointed to form 
said committee:  ” 

William R. Hensley, Samuel . Looney, Nestor Clay, C, 
Stinnett, Jesse Burnham. 

On motion of John Austin, it was resolved, that a commas of 
five be appointed; ‘te réport the best mode to regulate the Custom. 
House affices Wi Texas, until’said offices are filled, and-reguiated 
by the General :Government—and also to report that -the Tariff 
be observed, until the Goverment shall direct ihe reorganization 
ef the Custom-House’ ‘Establishment. . 

Wherétipón, the diia persons were appointed to com. 
pose that committee: 

John Austin;: Nestor Clay, William McFarland, Wyly Mar. 
tin, George Sutherlagd.: 

On mation 6f Mr: Leisnscier, it was resolved, “that a coat: 
tee of five be appointed to petition the State Government for'a do. 
pation of land te:Texas, for. the purpose ef cresiing- a School 
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Fund, to provide for the future establishment of Primary Schoole 
—and report to this Convention in a reasonable time. 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to form 
said committee: 

Luke Lesassier, William McFarland, William Menifee, Sam. 
uel Bruff, Thomas Hastings. 

Mr. Dinsmore introduced a resolution, to take into considera. 
tion the propriety of Texas’ petitioning foraseparate State Govern. 
ment—which was laid on the table.—Leaye was obtained by Mr. 
Dinsmore to withdraw his resolution. l 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until Wednesday, 11 
o'clock, A. M. 

. WEDNESDAY, October 3. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, it was resolved, that a come 
mittee, composed of two members from each district, be appoint. 
ed, to roport the expediency or inexpediency of petitioning for a 
State Government; and that they be authorized to report such 
petition, or otherwise. fas 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the Yeas and Nays were called for, 
on the foregoing resolution. ` 


. YEAS, J 3 
F. W. Johnson, D. McDonald, 
* L. Lesassier, William McFarland, 
G. B. McKinstry, Wyatt Hanks, 


William H.:- Wharton, Thomas D.- Beauchamp, 


“>= Charles S. Taylor, . Elijah Isaacs, 
~ Tra Ingram, Samuel Looney, 
Silas Dinsmore, Benjamin Holt, 
-Eli Mercer, A. Hier, 
Robert Wilson, Jesse Parker, ~ 
Joshua Hadly, William English, 
Samuel Bruff, Frederick Foye, 
William. Menifee, Jobn M. Bradley, 
James Kerr, Claibourn West, 
Hugh McGuffin, James Morgan, 
J . K. Looney, H. 8- Brown, 
Thomas Hastings,. C, Stinnett, 
Hyman Hantz, . John Connell, l 
Philip Sublett, Samue] C. Douglass, 
8, . . 
Wyly. Martin, - George Sutherland, 
John Austin, J ared- E. Groce; 
Nestor Clay, William Robinson, .- 
Alexander Thompson, W. R. Hensley, 
A. B. Dobson; Jesse Bustiham,. 
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. George F. Richardson, ~ George Butler, 

Yeas, 36 Nays, 12. 

Whereupon, the tollowing persons were appointed to com. 
pose said committee: 

From the District of San Felipe de Austin:—Wyly Martin, 
Luke Lesassier. 

From the District of Victoria: —W. H. Wharton, John Austin, 

From the District of Mina:—Silas Dinsmore, Eli Mercer, 

_ From the District of Hidalgo:—Nestor Clay, A. Thompson. 
= From the District of San Jacinto: —A. B. Dobson, George F. 
Richardson. 
From the District of Viseca:—J. E. Groce, Wm. ne 
From the District of Alfred:—W.R. Hensley,J. Burnham. 
From the District of Labaca:—W. Menifee, G. Sutherland. 
From the District of Ngcogdcches:—C. 8. Taylor, H. Hantz, 
an the District of Ayish-Bayou;—William McFarland, W- 

anks, ` 

From the District of Snow-River: -—E. Isaacs, S. Looney. 
From the District of Sabine:—B. Holt, A. Hier 
From the District of Tennehaw:—G. Butler, J. M. Bradly. 
From the District of Liberty:—C. West, James Morgan. 
From the District of Gonzales: —H. S. Brown, C. Stinnett. 
Froin the District of Mill-Creek:—J. Coanell, S. C. Douglass. 


Oa motien of Mr. McFarland, it was- resolyed, that a com. 
mittee of sever’ members be appointed, to recommend some ed 
form mede oferganizing the militia of Texas. + -~ - - 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to come 
pose said committee: 

William McFarland, W. Hanks, N. oy, J. E. Groce, J. 
Austin, George Sutherland. —Or motion, F. W. Johnson, and J. 
K. Looney were added to said committee. j 


On motion of Mr. Beauchamp, it was resolved, that a com. 
mittee of five members be appointed, to petition to the State Go. 
vernment to pass:a law authorizing the people of Texas (whose 
native language -is English) to have all thejr transactions, and 
ebligations, written in the English language, except those which - 
have an immediate connection with Government. 

Whereupon, the following were appointed to compose said 
eonimittee: 

Thomas D. Beauchamp, Jared E. Groce, James Kerr, C. 
S. Tayler, Ira Ingram. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 1t.was resolved, that axcommitteó of 
five be appointed to memorialize the State Government, on the 
Subject ¢ of lands granted to, and petitioned, for, by the. North Ame. 
rican tribes of ooo ES as to remove much anxiety evinced 
dy them, which is-fousded en misrepresentation. 


$ 


~ 


: (14.) | 
Whereupon; the following members were appointed to form 
said committee: l : y 
Charles S. Taylor, W. McFarland, Jonas Harison, ‘Wyly 
Martin, John Austin.—On motion, P. Sublett, J. M. Bradly, and 
W. Hanks were added. l 


On motion of Mr. Beauchamp, the Convention adjourned un- 
til 3 o’clock P. M. 
€ 


The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 


. Mr, Groce, Chairman ofthe committee to whom was refer. 
red the resolution on the Tariff, reported the following. petition. * 


To the General Congress of the United Mexican States: 


The inhabitants of Texas, assembled in general Convention, 
by means of delegates, at the town of San Felipe de Austin, res- 
pectfully represent, that the duties on articles of the first necessi- 
ty to the inhabitants, which are not, and cannot be, manufactured 
in Texas, for several years to come, are so high as to be equiva- 
lent to a total prohibition: that many other articles which are pro. 
hibited by the Tariff, are of the first necessity to the settllers of 
Texas: and as the people, inthis section of the Republic, are yet 
almost without resources, and are generally farmers who make 
their support by cultivating the land, and haye no manufacturing 
establishments yet erected within the limits of Texas—they res. 
pectfully petition the General Government, to' grant for three 
years, the privilege of of introducing free of duty, such articles as 

-are indispensible to the prosperity of Texas; among which, this 
Convention beg leave to enumerate the following, viz: Provisions, 
Tron & Steel, Machinery, Farming Utensils, Tools of the various 
Mechanic Arts, Hardware & Hollow-ware, Nails, Waggons and 
Carts, Cotton Bagging and Bale Rope, coarse Cotton Goods aud 
Clothing, Shoes & Hats, Household € Kitchen Furniture, Tobas- 
so for chewing in small quantities, Pewder, {ead & Shot, Medi- 
sines, Books & Stationary.—The foregoing “articles include the 
principal imports made use of, and wanted by the inhabitants of 
Texas; many of them are prohibited, and on those which are al- 
lowed to be introduced, the duties are so high that they amount to 
a prohibition. The trade to Texas is small, andthe resources linjo 
ted, but if fostered by a liberal policy on the part ofthe géneral 
Government, it will, ina few years, yield a revenue of no small 
importance. . or, TE 

(Signed.) f J. E. GROCE, Chairman,” ” 

Which, after benig read,. was laid:oñ thé'table.=: |o.. > 

-On motion of Mr, Dinsmore, it was ordered that the report of 
the committee on the Tariff be taken up and acted upon -by thé 
‘Convention. : . : er arid 

Mr. Dinsmore then moved te-aniend the repert by substita. 
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ting the word money for that of resources; so as to fead—are yet 
almost without money.—Question submitted, and decided in the 
negative. . f - 

On motion of Mr. Lesassier, the report was adopted, without 
amendment. 


Mr, Wharton, chairman of of the committee on the repeal of 
the 11th. Article of the law ofthe 6th. of April 1830, reported a 
memorial to the National Congress, praying for a repeal of said 
articlé, which was unanimously adopted, 


To the the Federal Congress of Mexico. 


Your memorialists, representatives ofall the Anglo-Ameri- 
gans in Texas, in general Convention met, taking advantage of 
that sacred and republican privilege, of making known their wants 
and grievances, which is guarantied to them by the Constitution 
of their adopted country, respectfully represent, that they have 
viewed, and still view, with sentiments of the deepest regret and 
mortification, the passage and the present existence of the 11th 
* Article of the law of the 6th. of April 1830, This law is obnoxious 
to your memorialists, for many reasons. Independent of its wither- 
ing influence on all the hopes of Texas, it implies a suspicion of 
our fidelity to the Mexican Constitution. Such suspicion we hum. 
bly conceive tó be utterly unwarranted; and we will endeavor to 
prove it so, by taking a re-view of our conduct from the passage 
“el the first Colonization law up to the present period. _ 

_ In the year,1823, the Congress of the Mexican Nation invited 
the citizehs of the United States of the North to become inhabitanis 
of Texas, giving to eachfamily one setio of land for so doing. This 
donation of land, sounds largely ata distance. Considering, how- 
ever, the difficulties withawhich the taking possession of it was en- 
vironed, it will not be thought so magnificent a bounty, nor so en- 
tire a gratuity. Had these lands have been previously pioneered 
by the enterprize of goyernment, and freed from the insecurities 
which beset a wilderness trod only by savages; had they have been 

` in the heart, ofof an inhabited region, and accessible to the com. 
forts and necessaries bf life; had the government have been deri. 
ving an actual revenue from them; could it have realized a capital 
from the sale of them, then we admit that the donation would have 
been unexampled inthe history of national liberality, Buthow differ 
ent from all this, was the real state ofthe case? The lands in ques- 
tion, were situated in a wilderness of which the Government had 
never taken possession.—They were not sufficiently explored to 
obtain that knowlege of their character and situation, which would 
' be necessary to asalè ofthem. They were in the occupancy ofsa- 
‘vages. They were shut out from ail commercial intercourse with 
‘the world, and inaccessible to the commonest comforts of life; 
Ror were they brought inte possessien and cultivation, withaut - 


t 

U6.) 
much toil and privation, and patieúce and enterprize, and loss of 
lives from Indian hostilities and other causes. Under the smiles 
of a beneficent Heaven, however, the untiring perseverance of 
the immigants, ina great degree, iriumphed over all natural ob. 
stacles; it reduced the forest into cultóvation, made the desert 
smile, established commercial intercourse with- the rest of the 


world, and expelled the savages, by whom the country was im 
fested. 


Fram this, it must appear that the lands of Texas, altough 
nominally given, were in fact really, and dearly bought.—It may 
here be premised, that a gift of lands by a nation te foreigners, 
on condition of their becoming citizens, is immensely different from 
a gift, or sale, from oue individual to another.—In the case of ine 
dividuals; the donor, orseller, loses all further claims upon the 
lands parted with. But in thiscase, the Government only gave 
wild lands that they might be redeemed from a state of nature, 
that the obstacles to a first -settlement might be overcome, and 
that they might be placed in a situation to augment the physical 
strength, and the power, and the revenue of the nation.—lIs it not 
obvious, that Mexico now holds the same jurisdiction over the Co- 
tonized lands of Texas, that all nations hold over nineteen-twenti- 

-eths of their Territory 1—For the first six or seven years after the 
commencement of our settlements in Texas, we gratefully admit, 
that our enterprize was animated, and our hardships alleviated, 

_. by the kindness and liberality of the Mexican Government. We 
insist, however, that this beneficent disposition of the Govern. 
ment, was followed by gratitude, and loyalty on our part. 

The only portion of our conduct, during this period, that 
could be tortured into any thing like disloyalty, wasthe Fredo- 
nian disturbance, at Nacogdoches, in 1826, And whenit is con. - 
sidered by whom these disturbances weré originated, and by whom 
quicted, instead of exciting the suspicion of Government, we res- 
pectfully conceive that, that transaction should have confirmed 
its confidence in our patriotism, - | 

The disturbance alluded to, originated with some fifteen or 
twenty infatuated individuals. The great mass of the settlers, 
were opposed to their mad design, which they testified by captur- 
ing the conspirators, and putting them in custody, before the arri- 
val.of a single Mexican soldier. i ; 

Was there any thing in this calculated to awaken the suspi- 
cions of Government ? 

Bad and desperate men, there will always be found, in every 
community. There will always likewise be, a portion capable of 
being easily misled; and is it not really a matter of astonishment, 
that in this instance, the bad, the desperate, the dissatisfied, and 
the misguided, were limited to so insignificanta number? | 

Excepting this disturbance, which was opposed by ninety- 
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pine hundreths- ofthe settlers, and which was quieted by their ` 
zeal and patriotism, we repeat it, that up to the passage of the’ 
Law of the 6th of April, 1830, our conduct was orderly ‘and pa. - 
triotic. a 

The passage of-this law, was a mortifying and melancholy | 
occurrence for Texas. It was mortifying to us, because it must 
have been founded ona suspicion that we were disposed to rebel ; 
such suspicions did us great injusticé—for we. had uniformly ex. 
hibited strong proofs of our attachment to the Constitution.—It 
was a melancholy event for us, for it blasted all our hopes, and 
was enough to dishearten all our enterprize, ©“ 


It was peculiarly mottifying, because it admitted into Tex- 
as all other nations, except our friends and couptrymen of the 
United States of"the North; except the fathers and brothers of 
many of us, for whóm we had emigrated to"prepare comforts and 
homes, and whosé presence, to gladdén our firesides, we were 
hourly‘anticipating. .Yes! this law closed the door of emigration 
oh thë only sister Republic, worthy of the name, which Mexico 
cah boast of, in this Néw World,’ It closed the door on a people, + 
ainong whom, the knowlédge' and foundations of Nationa] Liberty, 
are more. deeply laid, than among'any other on the habitable 
Globe.—-It closed the dogr upon, á people who would have brought , 
with them tq Texas, these ideas of Repúblican Government, in 
which, from birth; they had been ¿ducated and practised.-In short, . 
it'closed the door upon. a pesple wh6, generously and heroically, 
aided Mexico’ in her'revolutiónary , struggle; and who were the 
first and forémost to recogtiize, ‘and rejoice at-the obtainment of 
her Independeéhce.—Is ‘if for a moment to be supposed, that the 
European ‘parasites of powéf, to whom, now alone, the door of 
emigration is left open*-—that fhose who have been taught from 
infancy t6‘disbelieve in the" natural equality of mankind—who are 
one With Chetitutions, even in name——who, politically 
speaking; Have never been accustomed to think or legislate for 
themseives—who reverence the arm of Monarchical. rule—who 
pay adulation at the feet of-air hegeditary nobility-—and who have 
contemplated Republics; -onlyán *theory, and at a distance—is it, 
we repeat, to be supposed, that immigrants of this description, will 
contribute more to the advancement of liberty, and the welfare of 
the Republic; than-emigrants:from that land of liberal sentiments, 
that Cradle of-Freedom, that Mother of Constitutional Heroes, 
the United’ States of the North? Ifsuch be the fact, -habit and 
education must go for nothing, and all experience is set at naught; 
and, contradicted, A : OO 
Ypuf memorialists having, as they trust, and respectfully: 


al 


Ñ *The mass of Euró cane are here alluded to.— Many Republicans 
amóng them; dre brilliant exceptions to these.remarks, ` 


e 
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conceive, shown to your Honorable Bodies, that their «conduct, 
up to the passage ofthe Law of the 6th of April, was orderly and 
patriotic, will now turn your attention, to their conduct since that 
period. 


This law was sufficient to.goad us on to madness, in as much 
as it blasted all our hopes, and defeated all our calculations; in as 
much as it showed to us, that we were to remain Scattered, and 
isolated, and unhappy tenants of the wilderness of Texas, com 
pelled to gaze upon the resources ofa lovely and fertile region, un 
developed for want of population, and cutoff from the society of 
fathers and friends in the U.S, of the North—to prepare homes 
and comiorts suited to whose age and infirmities, many of us 
had patiently submitted to every species of privation. But what waa 
our conduct? As peaceful citizens, we submitted, The wheels of 
Government were not retarded in their operation by us. Not a 
voice, nor an arm was uplifted. “We had confidence in the cor- 
rect intentions of Government, and we believed and hoped, that 
whenthe momentary excitement.of the day had subsided, a re» 
turning sense of justice and liberality, -would give this obnoxious 
law, a brief duration. For more than two years we have remain. 
ed in this peaceful—this unmurmuring attitude. About this time, 
the heroic and patriotic Gen. Sania Ana arose, as the vindicator . 
of Liberty and the Constitution. Wehad confidence in the puri. 


ty of his motives. We believed that the evils which, :he battled to, 
redress, wére of'an alarming and cryin “magnitude, afno less a, 
magnitude, than an utter disregard of the onstitution, on the 
part of the vice-president.and his ministers—-with Gen. Santa, 
Ana we united, as fellow labourers an the same sacred cause, 
prefering rather to perish in defence.ef the violated charter of our 
rights, than to live in acquiescence to acts of arbitrary and.un. 
constitutional power. What we have done. in. this matter, is: 
known to government and to the world. It wag all in defence, of, 
rights, liberties and guaranties that were .spurned and trampled 
‘pon, — Ml k eu . 
Here, we would ask, what was there in all-this, to induce 3- 
Suspición of our disloyalty.to the Constitution? Was it in our re. 
maining quiet for more than two years after the passage of the’ 
Law of the 6th of April? Was it in declaring fer the Constitution, 
and in hazarding all we held dear, in its defence? Would it not 
have been as easy to have taken advantage of the ‘troubles of the. 
interior, and to have declared, and battled for, independence’: 
Was ever a time more opportune and inviting? Why did we not 
then declare for independence? Because, in the henest sincerity 
of our hearts, we assure you, and we call Almighty Gop to wit- 
ness the truth of the assertion, that we did not then, that'we do not 
now wish for independence. No! there. isnot an Angle-American, 
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in Texas, whose heart does not beat high for the prosperity of the 
Mexican Republic; who does not cordially and devoutly pray, 
that dll parts of her territory will remain united to the end of time; 
and that she will steadily and rapidly advance, in arts, and in 
arms, and in agriculture, and in commerce, and in manufactures, 
and in learning, and in virtue, and in freedom, and in all that can 
add to the splendour and happiness of a great nation, As an evi. 
dence that we wished not for independence, nor for a coales. 
cence with the United States of the North, your memorialists 
‘would respectfully refer your Honourable Bodies to the following 
fact: 


A short time since, it was rumoured amongt us, that the Pre- 
sident of the United States ‘of the North, expressed a determina- 
tion to make the Naches, instead of the Sabine River, the lme 
between the two Republics.—This, hitherto unheard of claim, 
provokéd the iñdignation of every inhabitant of Texas, and our 
constituents have, with one voice, called upon us to memorialize 
your Honorable Bodies, onthe subject of the injustice of such a 
demand. May it please your Honorable Bodies, your memorial. 
ists trust thatthey have conclusively shown, that the whole tenor 
of their conduct has been characterized by good order and patri» 
otism. Fero ee. : 


The destroying influence of the Law ofthe 6th of April, 1830, 
upon the prospects of Texas, has been only incidentally attended 
to—that effect of the law, being too obvious to require expatia- 
tion or argument. This law is, ikewise, as injurious to the Na. 
tional Revenue at largé, as to ¿us individually? “for it is evident 
thatthe greatness, the power, the Wealth, and the independence 
of a natioíí; depend upon a proper developement of its resources. 
Can thé résourdes of Texas bé properly developed with this law 
hariging óver it?- We belidvé not: We believe under such cir- 
cumstances, tt would remain the comparative wilderness it now is. 

Expetiénge shows, that native Mexicans will not settle in it. 
But should they do so, it would nothing augment. the physical force 
of the nation; . for it would only be taking population from one part 
of the Republic, to place them m another. Will Europeans set. 
tle it? ‘We believe Europeans, of the right description to benefit ` 
the country, will not—for thousands of reasons. Our hopes then, 
tor a developement of the resources of Texas, are naturally turn- 
ed tothe United: States of the North: to a people who haye been 
trained in the school of Republicanism; whose Constitutions are 
adapted tothe climate, and who liave been brought up to the cul. 
tivation of such articles as will always be the staples of Texas.— 
Against them, alone, however, the door is closed; which, we 
contend, is equally injurious tous, and to the National’ Revenue. 
Another point of view, in which the Law of the 6th of April is ob- 
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jectionable, and has been preductive of numberless difficulties, ix 
this: the garrisons with which all parts of Texas, have been lately 
crowded, must have grown out of this law, and hive been sent 
here to enforce it, They could not have been sent here for our 
protection; for when they came, we were able to protect our- 
selves; and at the commencement of the settlements, when we 
were few, and weak, and scattered, and defenceless, not.a gar 
rison—no; not a soldier, dame to our assistance. In the presence 
and vicinity of these garrisons, the Civil arm has generally been 
paralized and powerless; for many of the officers were law-des- 
pisers, who set the political authorities at defiance, brought them 
into contempt, and trespassed, in every respect, upon the rights 
and privileges of theix fellow-citizens, When all of these things 
are considered, we eabnot but believe, thatthe former character. 
istic Justice and liberality of your Honourable Bodies, will return 
to our aid, and brig about an immediate repeal of this, to us, 
ever to be deprecated measure. a , 
That justice, that liberality, we now most respectfully, ind 
solemnly, and unanimously, and confidently invoke. 
(Signéd) W. H. WHARTON, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Lesassier, the Convention adjourned until 

to-morrow, 11 o' clock, A. M. 


THURSDAY, October 4: 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

WwW. D. C. Hall appeared and took his seat. ~ 

Mr. McFarland, Chairman of the committee on the expe 
diency, or inexpediency of petitioning for a State Government, 
for Texas, made.a Report; which was, on motion of Mr. Whar, 
ton, referred to a select committee of three, for revision. 

Messrs, McFarland, Wharton and Lesassier, were appoint, 
ed to cpmpose said committee.—On motion of Mr; Clay, it was 
ordered, that S. F. Austin, Esq. be added to said committee. ; 

Samuel Ho:t, a member from the district of Mina, appeared 
and took his seat. i - i 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was resolved, that “thé 
President recommend to the Convention, a suitable person as 
translator of its proceedings; and that the President supervisó 
the translations, when made. A a EnA a ES 

Whereupon, the President recommended Mr ALEXANDER 
Greaves, as translator, who was uhanimously appointed by’ the 
Convention. . ; ole ane 

On motion, the Convention adjotirned until Friday, 9 o’clock, 
A. M. oe ek sue ae 

La as FRIDAY, October 5.: 

The Convention met agreeably-to adjournment, ` < n3 

* ‘Mri McFarland, chairman of the select committee, to whom 
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wasreferred the memorial for the admission of Texas into the 
Union as a State, reported'the memorial with. an amendment; 


which was adopted, and isas follows: ., cus 
Tothe Sovereign General Congress of the Republic of Mexico: * 

The inhabitants of all Texas; met in General Convention, at 
the Town of'San Felipe de Austin, by means of delegates, for the 
purpose of making known theif wants to the Góvernmeni—most 
respectfully represent,thatthey desire the separation of Texas trom 
Coahuila, believing such separátion indispensable to their mutual 
happiness. and prosperity; and that, ultimately, such division 
would producéthe most happy results to.the Mexican Republic. . 

Coahuila being so distant: from the population of Texas, and 
so widely variant from it‘in*interésts—the rights and wants of the 
people of Texas, ‘cuiinot be properly protected and provided for, 
under the present organization, ‘admitting the severe! Depart- 
mients of the Government of the State to be prompted by the ut- 
most purity of intention,*in.their' efforts for the administration of 
justice. © -- hak Ce LA is te 

Coahuila and Texas, are‘digsimilar in soil, climate and pro- 
duction’, in commén interests, aid partly in .poptlation—thé 
representatives of the former, ‘are numerous, ahd those of the 
latter few—in consequence of which, any law passed peculiarly 
adapted for the benefit of Texas, has only to-be the effect of a 
generous courtesy. - Laws happily constructed for/the benefit of 
Coahuila, and -conducive to its best.interests, might be ruinous 
to Texas—such are the conflicting interests of the two Countries. 
For “instante, ‘the únconstitutional law, prohibiting-any-but na- 
tive.Méxicans from retailing merchandizé—-which extends-to the 
exclúsioá of ‘naturalized citizens, from any participation in that 
employment. ue Gs ae ee 

`. “: Anothér reason, “Which should interest the sympathies of the 

Republic, and enlist thé-aid df the Government, in favor of Texas, 
isits locality being adjoining the territory of a powerful nation, 
whose established policy towards the aborigines, has a tendency 
to flood: Texas with Indian emigráñts, ofa character dahgerous in 
the extreme. The wide extent of wilderness, formidy a mitural 
boundary between Téxas and Coahuila, places an indispensable 
barrier in the way of Coahyila’s extending the efficient means of 
defence she might wish. . This circumstance .alone, demande 
that all the. energies of Texas should be embodied, to prevent that 
calamity which threatens thia favoured country and which, noth- 
ing short of a well regulated government of a-free; unshackled, 
and. independent State;-can provide against. © rein o n 
a, -* ‘For these refispns, and.many others, which the General Com 
grees will readily conceive, and aneview ‘of the decree ofthe. Vik - 
of May, 1824, allowing the people ef Texas, so soon as iheinsh 
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iuation would permit- to appear as a distinct ŝtate, to report to 
Congress for their resolution—also, in connection with thé 11th 
section of the Federal Constitution, guarantying them a repre. 
sentative in Congress, whatever may be their ‘population; and 
considering duly, the benefits that would result, hoth to Texas and 
to the nation, we entertain no doubts ofthe favorable reception 
of this petition.—The people of Texas, present the strongest as. 
surances of their patriotic attachment to the Constitution, and to 
the Republic—pledging all and every interest in life, for the sup- 
ort of their declaration, : 4 i 

Therefore, they most respectfully petition, that that part of 
thé Mexican Republic, known by the name of Texas, shall be- 
come a separate state of the Confederacy, to be pla¢ed upon an 
equal footing with any of the States of the Union. ee 
- (Signed) W. McFARLAND, Chairman. . >°- 


John Austin, chairman of the committee relative to the Cus, 
tom-House Department, made their report, 

Mr. Hensley moved the following amendment to said report; 
to add, after the words “general Tariff, —taking from such offi. 
cers bonds, with good and sufficient security, to pay over the 
money collected according to law. The emendment was received, 

The report, as amended, was adopted, and read as follows: 


Report of the Committee on the subject of the Custom- House: 

The Committee is of opinion, that this Convention should 
not interfere witk the Tariff regulated by the General Govern. 
ment; but recommend that officers be appointed at. the several 
Ports—viz.—Matagorda, Brazoria, and Galvezton Bay, by thé 
Alcalde of the respective Jurisdiction, to collect tonnage duty on 
foreign vessels, in accordance with the fegulation of the general 
Tariff, taking such officer’s bond, with good and sufficient secu; 
rity, to pay over the money according to law; and requiring them 
to-make a report quarterly to the- Alcalde of the Jurisdiction id 
which they reside. And thatthe method of ascertaing the: toni 
nage of vessels which may enter the ports of 'Texas,: shall be by 
showing the Registers of said yessels, to the officer dirdcted to 
receive the dues. ; 

(Signed) - JOHN AUSTIN, Chairman: 
‘On motion of Mr. Harison, leavëä'of absence was grantéd:to 
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Mr. Mercer, on account of extreme indispésition. ete 
« Mr. Lesassier, chairman of the committee.to petition thé 
State Government for a donation‘ef latid, asia School Fund; pre: 
eented their report. - an A ee E 

Mr. Bruff moved that the blink in said report bé filled with 
twenty-five leagues.—Mr. Groce moved that it be filled with one 
hundred leagues; and Mh Mare that it be filled with ore ‘lida: 
dred and fifty. eA ne . ee 
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Mr. Wharton moved that. this report be laid on the®table in. . 
definitely; which was negatived—the yeas and nays were as- 
follows: 

YEAS,—Geo. B, McKinstry, William H. Wharton, John 

‘Austin, Charles D. Sayre, Ira Ingram, A. B. Dobson, George : - 
F. Richardson, Jared E. Groce, W, R. Hensley, James Kerr, 
J. K. Looney, Hyman. Hartz, Thomas D. Beauchamp, Samuel - 
Looney, A. Hier, George Butler, John Connell—17. . 

NAYS-—Wyly Martin, F. W. Johnson, L. Lesassior, Silas 
Dinsmore, Samuel Hoif, Alexander Thompson, Robert Wilson, 
William Robinson, Joshua Hadly, Samuel Bruff, Jesse Burnham, 
William Menifee, George Sutherland, Hugh McGuffin, Charles. 
S. Taylor, Thomas Hastings, Philip Sublett, D. McDonald, W. 
McFarland, Wyatt Hanks, Jacob Garret, Elijah Isaacs, Benja- 
min Holt, Jesse Parker, William English, Frederick Foye, Johr.. 
M. Bradley, Jonas Harison, Patrick C. Jack, Claiborne West, 
James Morgan, H. S. Brown, C. Stinnett, Samuel C. Douglass,- 
34, ar 

The several motions to fill the blank were withdrawn by the 
movers: and, on motion of Mr. Wharton, it was erdered that 
said blank be filled, by asking the Goverameutto make such & 
donation as it may think proper. 

The President called Mr. Lesassier to the chair, and retired 
on account of indisposition. j 

The report of the committee fora donation of land was adopt. 
ed as amended. oe 
To His Excellency, the Governor, and the Honorable, the Legis. 

lature of the Free -and Sovereign State of Coahuila and Texas: 

The inhabitants of Texas, represented by delegates, chosen. 
for the purpose of making known jheir wants to that Supreme 
Government, and assembled in General Convention, in the Town: 
of San Felipe de Ausntin, respectfully represent that, from the 
comméncement of the settlement of Texas, up to the present 
time, ne step has-been taken to encourage public education, and te 
create a fund exclusively devoted,to that object.--They would res. 

` pectfully suggest, that intelligence is the main pillow of republi- 
can institutions, and that without itno Republic can be long-lived 
——that in every well regulated. community, where free principles. 
predominate, education among every class of society, has occu- 
piedthe attention ofthe patriot statesman—that the Gotersime 
the.State of. Qorhuila and Texas, heretofore, so liberal; 
munificent in .gvants:of; lands to individuals, will; it is kopedy: 
be equally. so, if he grant of land for/so useful and patriotic: an? 
object as willbe. the dissemination. of knowledge through every : 
pert:.of seciety. Under these conniderations, your memoralists 

| Pray agrant of as.r.any.leagues.of land, for the promotion.ot oduogs* 
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tion, asthe Legislature, în its liberality, shall think proper to be. 
staw; to. be made to. Texas as the foundation of a fond for the fu-' 
ture encouragement of Primary Schools, in Texas, in which will 
be taught the Castilian and English Languages: and they further 
pray, that the said grant be made ta the.Ayuntamientos in Texas, 
for the use and benefit of. the, people in Texas, and for the object 
aforesaid, with the express condition that the said lands shall not 
be sold or otherwise diposed af, until the voice ‘of the people of 
Texas, -be taken thereon; and your, memoralists conclude with a 
declaration of their attachment to the Republic of Mexico, and of 
their devafion ta tha dia Constitution, and. also of that of Coa- 
huila and Texas. : 
(Signed) . . L.. LESASSIER, Chairman. 

Oa motion of Mr. Brull, the Convention adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P., M. 

The Convention jiet agreeably to adjournment=—Mr, Lesas- 
sier in the chairs - a 

On motion of Mr. Ingram, it was ordered that a committee be 
appointed, to take into consideration the expediency and impor- 
tance, of appointing a Central Committee of Vigilance, Safety, 
and Correspondence, in the Town of San Felipede Austin; as 
also the expediency and importance of appointing permanent Sab- 
Committees, in'all the districts and sections of Texas, for the pur- 
pose of circulating information of events of importance to the in. 
terest of the peaple, throughout every settlement in the country; 
and furthermore, instructed te report the names of said Central 
and Sub.Committees, for the consideration of this Convention; 
and authorised to report the general duties of said Committees, 

Whereupon, the following persons were appointed to com. 
pose said committee: 

Ira Ingram, G. B. McKinstry, Robert Wilson, J. K. Looney, 
dames Kerr. 


Mr. Taylor, chairman of. the committee, on the subject of - 
the claims of the North American Tribes of Indians, in Texas, 
made the following report, which was accepted: 


To the Ayuntamiento of Nacogdoches: - 

The people of "Pexas, met in General Convention, with anxiety 
make known, that they view with regret and concern, the pres 
sent unfortunate situation of the North American Tribes of Indi- | 
ans residing in Fexas, and much deplore the transactions which 
have oecasioned its and in as much, as a portion ofour affairs; 
in relation to: government, are in the same condition, it will be« 
convenient for ng, and perhaps not an impsoper duty, to ingui 
into and apply for a redress of the Indian grievánces.* 

kk is known that the Cherokees claim.by way of grant; ‘st 
tract of country situated about 30 miles to the N..W. of Nacagze 
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doches; which claim they have been told, is worth about as much 
as the paper it is written on.—The Shawnees also, as well as 
others, have settled in the country, and have been promised pos. 
sessions. The promise is still protracted. 

When the Indian, inclined as he is to believe a promise 
made, eventually must be fulfilled, becomes frequently the dupe 
of craftiness and oppression, he naturally becomes discontented, 
unfriendly and hostile; and in the present instance might be made 
troublesome to us. 


The Indians” repeated request-to obtain their rights, are un- 
attended to, because an accredited agent of the Government has 
been illegally supsended bya military officer, who in continuance 
of his system of deception’ and conciliation, and with a view to 
enlist their aid, declared to the Cherokees, (at the time we be- 
gan to evince a disposition of throwing from our necks, the in- 
supportable weight of Military oppression)—‘‘The Americans 
grasping for land, intend making the attempt of driving all my 
countrymen from this State, and an extirpation of you‘ all’ will 
soon follow.” So l 


But the conflict at an end, some of our fellow-citizens ex- 
plaining to them the true causes which impelled us to arms; 
and they seeing a large number of our native Mexican fellow-citi- 
zens had taken up arms in our behalf, they seemingly became 
convinced that we tought for justice to ourselves, and with res. 
pect to the rights of every Indian. l 

_But unfortunately just at this time, and while they were being 
told the Government’ would put them in possession of their lands, 
one or two of our fellow-citizens, without authority, run off, and 
included in a survey, part of thè Cherokee claim or grant; con- 
sequently creating, by such an act, a disposition on the part of 
those Indians, to credit any gross misrepresentation made to them; 
and to give to former apprehensions the guise of truth, and they 
are now losing past confidence in all individual protestations 
or advice;—like the wrecked bark, which having crossed a 
wide expanse of ocean, is in sight of her destined port, but with- 
out the friendly sails that propelled her, and without any visible 
aid, or probable chance of assistance ! 


Under these circumstances, we most respectfully solicit 
your Honourable Body, to investigate the affairs, and learn the 
wishes of the North American Tribes of Indians, in relation to 
their lands, so that they may become assured of our friendship, 
by active steps taken in their behalf, and to the end, that they - 


may not be intruded upon unlawfully or unjustly. ` ` a 
And lastly, we beg the Ayuntamiento, of Nacogdoches, Wie 
make known to the Indians that the disposition of the people of 
` Texas is, to assist them in obtaining good titles to, and possession 
iy D 
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of land, and not to deprive them of that which they already clair. 
(Signed) C. W. TAYLOR, Chairman 


Mr. Ingram, chairman of the committee, recommending 
central and sub-committees throughout Texas, made their report; 
. which was adopted ,and reads as follows: 


Mz. Presrpent:—The Committee to whom was referred the 
consideration of the question of establishing standing Central and 
Sub-Committees of safety, vigilance, &c. throughout Texas— 
having given the subject their best attention, beg leave to report: — 

That they deem such organization both expedient and impor- 
tant; that it is the only one which the recommendatory powers of 
this Convention can adapt, to protect so extended and scattered a 
population as that of Texas, and to give its inhabitants, jn case 
of emergency, the benefit ofthe means within their control. 

Your committee is of opinion, the general duties of such 
Central and Sub-Committees, would be best discharged by keep- 
ing up a regular and stated correspondence with each other, on 
all subjects relating to theipeace and safety of the frontier—and on 
all relating to the tranquility of the interior: and they should en- 
deayor, by a conciliating, patriotic and magnanimous policy, te 
impress upon the public mind, the high importance of making 
every sacrifice but the sacrifice of honor and principle, to the all. 
important and transcendent object of united counsels. United, 
our strength and resources are more than adequate to our de. 
fence in any possible event. Disunited, we may become an easy 
pray, even to a handful of eowardly invaders. 


Your committee would recommend, that it be the duty of 
the sub-committees to notify the civil and military authorities, most 
contiguous .to them, of the approach of danger, in the shortest 
time practicable, in all eases; and that it be the duty of the cen. 
tral committee, on receiving similar information, to eirculate it 
to the civil and military authorities throughout the country, thre, 
orby means of the sub-committees, or otherwise, as shal] most 
expedite its transmission. It is further recommended, that the 
central committee have -power, on application ef the people, to 
appoint sub-committees in such place and neighborhoods as may 
not be accommodated by this report. 

Your committee beg leave further to recommend, that a cir. 
cular be prepared-by the president of this c- nvention, to be sign- 
ed by him and countersigned by the secretary, and that one er 
more copies thereof be sent to the central committee, and at least 
one to each sub.committee; and furthermore, that in the absence, 
inability, or indisposition of the chairman of any such sub-cormmit. 
tee to act, that each and every other member of the same, be au. 
thorized to receive, open, and answer all despatches, from what. 
eyer source, addressed to said committee or their chairman as 
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chairman of the same. Itis further recommended, that all va. 
cancies be filled by the central committee, or by its majority, on' 
nomination of the committee in which such vacancy may have 
occurred, provided a nomination be sent in; but where none is 
received in a reasonable time after the vacancy occurs, then’ 
your committee would recommend, that the central committee 
proceed to fill such vacancy without delay. 

Your committee recommend, that the central committee have 
power te call a Convention of Delegates from all Texas, at such 
time and place as they think proper. That the central committee 
be instructed to fnrnish the delegate elected by this convention 
to go to Mexico, with a letter embracing such matters of fact as 
may be connected with the object of his mission; and with such 
arguments connected therewith, as may in their opinion be cal. 
culated to aid the said delegate in the discharge of his high and 
important trust. 

Your committee recommend for the consideration of the Con- 
vention, the following list ofnames for the Central and Sub-Com. 
mittees: 


+ 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE: 


Francis W. Johnson, James B. Miller, Stephen F. Austin, 
Lewis L. Veeder, Robert Peebles, Wyly Martin,. Wm. Pettis. 


SUB-COMMITTEES: 


For the District of Subine:— —— McMahon, -———Smith, 
Benjamin Holt. : 
For the District of Tennehaw:—G. Butler, E. Rains, Jonas 
Harison. 
For the District of Ngcogdochés:—C. S. Taylor, H. Hartz, 
Thomas Hastings. 
For the District of Cow Bayou:—Claiborne West, G. A. Pa. 
tillo, David Garnder. 
For the District of San Jacinto:—D. G. Burnett, George F. 
Richardson, Wm. P. Harris. 
For the District of Mina:—Samuel Hoxt, Robert H. Williams, 
Eli Mercer. . 
For the District of Snow.River:—Samuel Lewis, Ephraim 
Thempson, Major Dailey. ` - Ea 
For the District of Ayish-Bayou:—John G. Love, Baily An 
’ derson, Isaac W. Barron. i 
For the District of Anahuac:—James Morgan, 'G. M. Pat: 
fick, J. C. Reed.  : e 
For the District of Liberty: —P. €. Jack, H. B. Jobnsten, 
A. B. Harden. - 
_ For the District of Labaca:—-Hugh McGuffin, G. Sutherlénd, 
Jehn. Andrews. a E Ee 
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. For the District of Gonzales:—Eli Mitchell, H. S. Brows, 
Thomas R, Miller. 


For the District of Alfred: —William Robinson, W. R. Hens: 
ley, Samuel Bruff. 


For the District of Hidalgo:—Nestor Clay, A. Thompsor, 
John P. Cole. ' 

For the District of Victoria:—John Austin, Charles D. Sayre, 
George B. McKin try, Charles B. Stewart, W. D. C. Hall. 

For the District of Viesca:—Jesse Grimes, Francis Holland, 
John Bowman, 

For the District of Bastrop:--R. Andrews, T. G. Gazley, 
Bartlett Sims. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) IRA INGRAM, Chairman. 

John Austin, chairman of the committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of recommending an uniform mode for oganiz- 
ing the Militia of Texas, made the following report, which was 
adopted: . 

The committee to whom was referred the reporting of an uni? 
form mode of organizing the mulitia óf Texas, report as follows: 


1st. The committee recommend the plan or regulation made 
by the Ayuntamiento of Austin, which ordains— . 


Article 1. The Militia of the Municipality shall be organized 
into one.regiment, to be composed of two battalions, and twelve 
companies: l 

_ Art. 2. The companies shall be formed as follows:—the west 
side of the Brazos river, within the Precinct of Victoria, shall 
form one company district; the precinct of San Jacinto one; tha 
of Viesca, one; that of Hidalge, one; that of Bastrop, one; that 

. of Alfred, one; that of Mina, one; that of Labaca, one; that of 
San Felipe, one; that of Gonzales, one; and that of Mill Creek, 
one. 
` Ärt. 3. Each company shall be composed of one Captain, three 
Lieutenants, feur Sergeants, three Corperals, one Quarter-mas- 
ter Corporal, and the number of men within the district. 

Art. 4. The Field Officers and Staff, shall consist of one 
Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, one First Adjutant, 
one Second Adjutant, one Quarter-Master, ove Surgeon, and one 
Surgeon’s mate. The Colonel may appoint the nen-commission- 
ed officers. of his staff, as he may think proper. Ns 

Art. 5. "The first battalion shall be composed of the districts 
of San Felipe, Mill Creek, Hidalgo, Viesca, Alfred and Bastrop, 
tobe numbered frem one to six, in the order they stand in the 
‘article. . ; 

Art. 6. The second battalion shall be composed of the com- 
panies on the west and eaet side of the Brazos in the Precinct él 
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Victoria, and ofthe Districts of Mina, San Jacinto, Labaca, and 
Gonzales, to be numbered from one to six, in like manner. 

Art. 7. Evéry man within the Municipality, able to bear 
arms, over the age ofsixteen and under fifty years, shall be liable 
tó militia duty, and shall arm himself with gun-and equipments. 

Art. 8. The eleétions for officers and non-commissioned of 
ficers, shall be held in each company district, the second Satur- 
day of October next. The alcalde shall give notice in each dis. 
trict, and appoint a central place for holding each election, and 
a person who shall preside, aided by two tellers and a secretary, 
to be appointed by the militia present, at the opening ofthe polls. 
The election shall commence at 10 o’clock, a. a. and close at 4 
e’elock, H M 

Art. 9. Thé militiamen shall, at the same time, vote for a 
Colónel, a Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major. The staff officers of 
the regiment, shall bé appointed by the field officers. 

Art. 10. The returns ofthe elections, shall be made within 
ten days from the time they are held, by the respective presidents, 
tellers, and secretaries, tó the President of the Ayuntamiento; 
which body shall issue a certificate to each of the officers and non. 
commissioned officers who are elected. A record of the same 
shall be made, and a book kept for that purpose in the archives 
of the Ayuntamiento: ` 


Art, 11, All vacancies shall be supplied by elections ordered 
by the commandant of the regiment, ‘on recciving notice thereof, 

Art. 12. Any officer, or non-commissioned officer, whe re. 
moves out of the limit of the district for which he was elected, 
shall lose his commission by such removal. ; 

Art, 13, The penalty for non attendance of a company mus. 
ter, shall not exceed fifty dollars for officers, and ten dollars for 
non-commissioned officers and privates. ° 

Art. 14. Ungentlemanly conduct, or disobedience of orders, 
or neglec: of duty by officers, shall be punished by cashiering, 

~ suspension for a time, reprimand or fine, at the discretien of the 
sourt martial, = 


, . Art. 15. Disrespect to superiors, neglect of duty, or disobe. 
dience of orders, by non-commissioned officers or privates, shall 
be punished by arrest under guard, public reprimand, or fine, at 
the discretion of the court martial: provided, that in actual ser. 
vice, the officer in command can resort to such punishment as the 
exigency may require; butialways on his owh responsibility, aa 
liable to punishment himself, should a competent -court martial 
decide that such punishment was éxcessive, or improperly execu. 
ted or applied. i 

Art. 16. Sleeping on post or deserting it, shall be punished 
‘at the discretion of the court martial. 
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Art, 17. There shall be general, regimental and special 
court martials. 

Art. 18, The general court martial shall be convened by the 
commandant of the regiment, except when the charges are a. 
gainst said commandant, in which case it shall be convened by 
the Ayuntamiento, and shall try all charges against officers, in. 
cluding the commander of the rigiment, and all offences commit: 
ted by, officers, non-tommissioned officers and privates, when 
the punishment is death. This court shall be composed of not less 
than five, nor more than thirteen members, to be nominated by 
the commandant of the regiment, or should he be accused, then 
by the Ayuntamiento. 


Art. 19. The regimental court martial shall be convened by 
the commandant of the regiment, and shall be composed of three 
commissioned officers, to be nominated by him. This court shall 
try all charges against non-commissioned officers and privates, 
except when the punishment is death. Two or more of such re. 
gimental courts may be convened at the same time, in different 
places, to impose fines for non attendace at company musters, or 
refusing to obey a draft, or other disobedience or neglect of duty. 


Art. 20. Special court martials may be convened by an offie 
cer in command of the regiment, or a detachment, when in ac. 
tual service. These courts shall kave the same power as the re- 
gimental court martial, 


Art. 21. It shall be discretionary with the commandant of 
the.regiment ta order company, battalion and regimental musters, 
whenever he may deem it necessary, and to form regulations for 
classing and drafting the militia. i 

Art. 22. One volunteer uniform company may be raised in 
each battalion, which shall nat exceed fifty men in the aggre- 
gate. Such company shall be subject to the orders of the com- 
mandant of the regiment or battalion, and the rules prescribed in 
this regulation, but may form bye-laws for their own internal re. 
gulations. 


Art. 23. Itshall be the duty of the field officers, to suggest 
to the Ayuntamiento, such amendments to this regulation, as ex- 
perience may indicate as necessary. . 

2nd. The committee recommend, that the Districts of Na. 
cogdoches, Ayish Bayou, Tennehaw, Snow River, and Sabine . 
form one regiment. 

3rd. That the District of Liberty, and the inhabitants east 
of said settlement, on the Sabine river, and those of Cow-Bayou, 
form one battalion. 


4th. This committee request the Ayuntamiento ef Nacogdo- 
ches, to organize its militia agreeably to this plan, and alge. the 
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Ayuntamiento of Liberty, and make return ofthe officers elected, 
to the Ayuntamiento of Austin. 

5th. The committee recommend, that a Brigadiet.General 
be elected, te take command of the whole militia. 

6th. That so soon as may be, after the onganization of the 
militia, the Ayuntamiento of Austin shall order an election for 
Brigadier-General, by the commissioned officers of the two regi- 
ments, 


(Signed) JOHN AUSTIN, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Harison, it was resolved, that a committee 
af two persons be appointed to represent to the Legislature of Coa. 
huila and Texas the necessity of appointing a Surveyor-General 
for Texas, and that said sommitteezrecommend Francis W. John. 
son, as a qualified person to fill that post: 

Whereupon, Jonas Harison, and Luke Lesassier were ap, 
pointed to compose said committee.-On motion, S. F. Austin 
was added. 


Mr. Hensley, chairman of the committee, relative to the 
protection of Austin’s and Dewitt’s Colonies against Indian depres 
dations, made the following report, which was accepted: 


To the Honorable, the Convention, now in Session: 


Gentlemen:—In accordance with the trust reposed in yeu 
committee, appointed for the purpose of making inquiry into the 
Indian affairs of Texas, and to fix on some plan for the protection 
ofthe frontiers, beg leave respectfully to report: i 

Ist. That, from the best information that we can obtain, we 
find the Indians are daily committing. some depredations on the 
frontier of our country; such as murdering our citizens, stealing 
our horses, de. 

2nd. That we are of the opinion, the best mode of defend. 
ing our frontier, is that immediately after the organization of the 
militia of Austin’s and Dewitt’s Colonies, the first battalion be 
required to furnish forty men, properly officered, to serve on our 
frontier for the term of forty days. 

8rd. That in anticipation of the expiration of the time of said 
detachment, the second battalion be required to furnish the same 
quota of men, to sérve alike term of forty days; and so alternate. 
ly, each battalion of said regiment furnishing its quota ef forty 
men, in anticipation of the close of the term of those in service, 

(Sigued) W. R. HENSLEY, Chairman. 

Mr. Menifee moved, that the sense of the Convention be ta. 
ken, whether there shall be one or two delegates sent to Saltillio, 
and Mexico, to bear the mission of this Convention. 

Whereupon, it was resolyed by the Convention, that only 
one delegate should be sent. 


af 


(32.) 


On motion of Mr. Hoit, it was resolved, that no new business 
he admitted before the Convention after this day. 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, it was resolved, that the Central 
Committee be requested to correspond with the inhabitants of San 
Antonio, Labahia, and Victoria, to inform them of the proceed: | 
ings of this Convention, and to solicit them to cooperate to procure 
a repeal of the 11th article of the Law of the 6th of April, 1830: 
and also, invite those districts of country, to concur with us te 
procure a State Government for Texas, 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the Convention adjourned until Sa. 
turday, 9 o'clock, A, M, 

l SATURDAY, October 6. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Wyly Martin moved, that the Convention naw proceed, in 
«ompliance with the resolution adopted yesterday, to the elec. 
tion of a suitable person to bear the mission of this Conven- 
tion, to the State and General Governments: and he recommended 
W. H. Wxuaxrox for that service. 

Whereupon, the Convention proceeded to said election, vive 
voce, and Mr. Wharton was unanimously elected. 

a Mr. Wharton, in bis place, presented the Convention his 
@manks for their confidence, 


On motion of Mr. Hoit, it was resolved, that a commitiee of 
five persons be appointed, to devise ways and means to defray the 
expenses of the Delegate to Mexico. 

Whereupon, Messrs. Hoit, Grece, Harison, Morgan, and 
Kerr, were appointed said committee.—On motion, it was order- 
ed, that S. P. Austin, W. D. C. Hall and C. S. Taylor be added 
to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, it was resolved, that this Conyen. 
tion proceed tarecommend to the people of Texas, a suitable per~ 
son as Brigadier General. Captain Wrix Martin was, there- 
upon; unanimously recommended as a suitable person for that 
once. 

On motion of Mr. Lesassigr, the Convention adjourned until 
4 o clock, P.M. i 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Mr. Harison, chairman ofthe committee to whom was refer. 
red the situation of the land business east of the San Jacinto, made 
the following report, which was unanimously adopted. 

To His Excellency, the dico of the State of Coahuila and 

exas: 

. The inhabitants 'of Texas, convened in General Convention 
ef Delegates, in the Town of San Felipe de Austin, for the pur- - 
pose of representing their situation to the Government, respect. 
fully set forth to your excellency: that from the year 1821, up ta 
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the present time, a number of industrious citizens have settled in 
the district of country between the San Jacinto, and Sabine Rivers; 
and that the settlers have made extensive and valuable improve- 
ments in farms, mills, cotton gins, and machinery; and having uni- 
formly been obedient to the Constitution, in the year 1828, grants 
of land were made to themby the gevernment, and Don Juan An- 
tonio Padilla was appoiúted Commissionér to issuc the titles. Un- 
fortunate circumstances prevented the said Commissioner from 
completing the objects of his commission, and the business remain- 
ed in suspense. In 1831, Don José Francisco Madero was appoin- 
ted Commissioner by the government for the same purpose, but 
unfortunately he was arrested by military authority; and prevented 
by it from issuing the titles,” oo : 

These repeated delays and embarrassments have defeated 
the patérnal intentions of the government, in favor of the inhabi- 
tants of that remote section of the State, who still remain in. the 
most cruel uncertainty as to their land titles. Relying on the grants 
made in 1828, and the Colonization Laws, they have made, as 
has been ‘said, important improvements; and if fostered by the 
government, will be an efficient defence of the frontier against. 
Indians, or other enemies. The uncertainty of the’r situation, 
causes an uneasiness among the the inhabitants,. and cannot be 
favorable to the public tranquility, and is in the highest degree 
prejudicial to the prosperity of the country. ‘The amber of in. 
habitants is sufficiént for the establishment of new Ayuntamien- 
tos. The organization of the local government in that section of 
the State, is very defective. There are but two Ayuntamintos be- 
tween the San Jaciato and Sabine Rivers; one at Nacogcoches, 
and one at Liberty, on the Trinity. “The greatest inconveniences 
and evils may arise from stich a state ofthings; for a large portion 
of the inhabitants are almost without any local government. 

Influenced by these reasons, and the most firm and decided 
attachment and adhesion to the Constitution ofthe Republic, and 
of the Siate, and the most sincere desire for our country’s prospe- 
rity, this Convention respectfully petition,~that your Excellency 
will be pleased to appoint a Commissioner, duly authorized to give 
titles of posséssion to the inhabitants living between said San Ja. 
cinto and Sabine Rivers: and to establish the Ayuntamientos in 
conformity to the Laws of Colonization, 

(Signed) J. HARISON, Chairman. 

Mr. Hoit, chairman of the committee to whom was referred 
the subject of ways and means to defray the expences of the Da. 
legate to Mexico, made the following report, the recommenda- 
tions of which were adopted: 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution in rela- 
tion to a supply of means to defray the expenses ofa Delegate, 
on his mission tothe Mexican Congress, and devise ways by which 

E 


(34) E 


the same may be raised, have had the subject matter under con. 
sideraiion, and have unanimously agreed, that the sum of $2000 
wil be necessary: and propose to the Convention, that said sum 
be raised by subscription from the people. ; 


That one person be appointed trom each Precinct, whose du- 
ty it shall be to obtain subscriptions, and when obtained to 
forward them to Walter C. White, Esq. whom we propose to be 
appointed Treasurer-General, whose duty it will be to obtain 
subscriptions at San Felipe de Austin, and also to receive such 
sums as may be forwarded to him by said Precinct Treasurers, and 
pay the same over to Wm. H. Wharton, Esq. or order, when 
called on. The committee would further recommend, that the de. 
legates from each precinct nominate to the President of this Con. 
vention, a suitable person to obtain said subscriptions, and that 
the President issue bis letter of appointment accordingly. The 
committee would further recommend, that the Precinct Treasu- 
rers be instructed to make return of whát money they have col. 
lected, on or before the first day of December next; and also 
continue a monthly return, until they are informed by the Treasu- 
rer-General the required sum of $2000 is collected. 

All of which is respecttully submitted. | 

(Signed) S. HOIT, Chairman. 


f On motion of Mr. McFarland, it was ordered, that the fol- 
lowing be added as an amendment fo the report of the committee, 
to whom was referred the subject of reporting some uniform mode 
of organizing the militia of Texas: 

Resolved, that an election of company and regimental off 
cers be held on the first Saturday in November next. 

On motion of Mr. Bruff, it was resolved, thatthe Secretary 
be directed to make outa fair statement ofthe proceedings of this. 
Convention, and transmit them to the printing office in Brazoria 
for publication, and the Ayuntamiento pay the expence, . 

Mr. Harison, chairman of the committee on the appointment. 
ofa Surveyor-General, made the following report, which was 
received by the Convention: ` 
; The committee to whom was referred the subject of petition- 
ing the Government to create a Surveyor-General for Texas, and 
` to recommend E. W. Johnson for that station, beg leave to repert, 
that as the subject is of great importance, and accompanied with 
much detail, in setting forth the preper fees of compensation for 
surveyirg, and the various duties ef said cffice, they, therefore, 
ask than the discharge of the duties of this committee be postponed 
` urtil after the adjournment of the Convention; and that they then 
have the power to draw up a suitable petition to Government, and 
also, draft a law calculated to effect the object desired, in time te 
forward by our Representative to Congress. ` 

(Signed) J. HARISON, Chairman. 
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Mr. Beauchamp, chairman of the committée fo whom was 
referred the subject of petitioning the State Government for a law 
authorising the people of Texas to transact their business in thé 
English language, except such as-felate to the Government, 


a 


made a report, which was rejected. © ~ 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was resolved, thata deputation 
‘of four persons be appointed Commissioners to assist the Ayunta. 
miento of Nacogdoches in their idquiries into the affairs of the 
North American Tribes of Indians: and that William McFarland, 
«Thomas Hastings, James Bradshaw, and Elisha Clapp, form said 
Commission. , le 
The following persons were recommended and appointed 
Dis-rict Treasurers. BE re 

District of Alfred, William Robinson; Gonzales, Eli Mit. 
‘chell; San Jacinto, George F. Richardson; Hidalgo, Thomas S. 
Saul; Mill Creek, A. Kuykendall; Mina, R. R. Royali; Labaca, 
J. Kerr; Viesca, Jesse Grimes; Bastrop, B. Sims; Liberty, W. 
Shaw; Cow Bayou, Geo. A. Patillo; Anahuac G. M. Patrick; 
Nacogdoches, John S. Roberts; Ayish Bayou, B. Lindsey; Snow 
River, S. Léwis; Tennehaw, John English; Victoria, Asa Brig. 
ham; Sabine, Major McMahon. ; 

The President having retired for a moment; . 

On motion of Mr. Hoit, it was resolved, that the thanks and 
‘approbation of the Convention be presented to Col. S. F. Austin, 
for the very able, dignified and impartial manner in which he has 
‘sustained the duties of the chair, 

Resolved, that the thanks and approbation of the Convention 
be presented to F. W. Johnson, Esq. for the able and faithful 
‘discharge of his duties as Secretary. | 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the Convention adjourned sine die, 


(Signed) S. F- AUSTIN, President, 
F. W. Jounson, Secretary. 
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